
108.0 MEMBERS USE OF PRIVATE VEHICLES 

108.1 To Establish guidelines governing the official authorization allowing personnel to 

respond to department events/incidents in privately owned vehicles (POV’s). 

108.2 Driver must own and operate a vehicle that complies with all state and local 

regulations, including, but not limited to: valid insurance & registration. 

108.3 Driver must read and demonstrate an understanding of the Department’s policies 

regarding use of “lights and sirens”. 

108.4 The POV must be in proper mechanical condition and the warning devices in 

compliance with the applicable laws. 

108.5 Driver MUST wear a seatbelt AT ALL TIMES while operating the vehicle. 

108.6 Driver must complete the Emergency Vehicle Operators Course (EVOC). 

108.7 Driver must submit to a medical examination, skills evaluation, and driving 

record check. 

108.8 Members in private vehicles, when responding to an incident, shall obey all traffic 

laws, including speed limits. 

108.9 Members in private vehicles following behind Emergency Vehicles shall do so at 

a safe distance, using extreme caution.  

108.10 Members responding in private vehicles will yield the right of way to Emergency 

Vehicles. Members will not attempt to pass an Emergency Vehicle while 

responding to an incident. 

108.11 Members responding to the incident scene in private vehicle will park their 

vehicle well clear of the scene, preferably off the roadway, knowing that the 

responding Apparatus and Ambulance may need ample space to work the 

incident, stage, maneuver or turn around. 

108.12 Members should remember that their conduct, including the operation of their 

Private Vehicles responding to an alarm, will reflect in some manner on the 

reputation of the Fire Department. It is in the best interest of both the Department 

and the member that their actions contribute to the enhancement of the 

Department’s reputation. Once again, keep in mind each member will be held 

accountable for his/her actions responding to an alarm, either in their private 

vehicles or in a fire Apparatus. 



108.13 Any member who receives a citation from law enforcement for violation of traffic 

laws either in their personal vehicle or in a Fire Department vehicle will be 

personally responsible for his/her fines and court costs. 

108.14 No member under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol shall be permitted to 

operate any apparatus or equipment at any time.  This also includes personal 

vehicles that are responding to the station or the scene.  If they are caught, he or 

she will be suspended on the spot and will be fully prosecuted to the fullest extent 

of the law. 

108.15 Courtesy/Warning Lights 

108.15.1 To ensure the safety of its members, the authorization for use of a 

“Courtesy/Warning Light” must be approved by the Chief. 

108.15.2 Installation and use of warning lights on privately owned vehicles 

must be in accordance with state laws and regulations. 

108.15.2.1 Lights must be a temporary mount and cannot be 

permanent. 

108.15.2.2 Light color can only be red and forward facing. 

108.15.3 An authorized driver may use red warning lights on privately 

owned vehicles to request the right-of-way when responding to 

emergency incidents.  The use of a courtesy/warning light does not 

provide any special privileges or exemptions to traffic laws.  Other 

drivers are not required to yield the right-of-way to a vehicle that 

has a courtesy light in operation.  The only purpose of the warning 

light is to request that other drivers yield the right-of-way; the 

POV driver is required to comply with all traffic laws. 

108.15.4 Members who request permission to utilize a temporary 

courtesy/warning light and receive approval will be issued a card 

they will be required to keep in the vehicle, which authorizes them 

to utilize the light when responding to an emergency incident 

POV. 

108.15.5 The Department will revoke the authorization to use a 

warning/courtesy light if a member fails to comply with all the 

requirements and legal limitations. 

108.15.6 Front mounted red lights permitted on volunteer fire 

department member's vehicles. — Privately owned vehicles, 



used by members of a volunteer fire department in carrying out 

their duties in connection with such a fire department, may 

properly be defined as "fire department vehicles," and as such are 

authorized to have flashing red lights on the front as provided for 

by Section 64-20-36E, 1953 Comp. (similar to this section). 1969 

Op. Att'y Gen. No. 69-71. 

 

 


